The City of Peace
palace halls and galleries were full of soldiers and all the walls were hung with precious tapestry. Muktadir received the envoys seated on his throne with the vizier and the grand eunuch standing at his side. Along the route from the city gate to the palace was stationed the whole army, consisting of 160,000 men, then, from the palace entrance, the way was lined with 700 white slaves and 700 chamberlains. In the palace itself were a hundred chained lions and all along the corridors were displayed 10,000 gilt suits of armour and many other rare objects. The envoys were first led to the "Hall of the Golden Tree". This had a marble pond in the middle, out of which rose a golden tree with eighteen branches. On the branches were perched artificial birds. Then they were taken to the Firdus, or Paradise Hall, the floor of which was completely covered by a rich carpet.
The marriage of Caliph Mamun to Buran, the daughter of the vizier Hassan Ibn Sahl, was described by a certain Taalibi. This gives us an idea of the magnificence of royal weddings. The vizier entertained the Caliph and all his suite for a fortnight on his estate on the Lower Euphrates. On the wedding night the bridal chamber was covered with carpets of gold thread and baskets of pearls were hung over the heads of the assembled ladies-in-waiting. The chamber was lit by great amber torches. During the festival organised for the grandees and army officers paper streamers were thrown, each bearing the name of some estate. Anyone catching a streamer before it fell became there and then the owner of the land and property named on it. Other streamers carried the names of slaves, horses or mules. To compensate his father-in-law for all this expense the Caliph gave him a year's revenue from the provinces of Fars and Ahwaz.
Taalibi also described the feast held to celebrate the circumcision of a son of Caliph Mutawakkil in the palace of Balkuwara in Samarra. This was a newly-built residence, a day's journey up the Tigris. After the feast gold-threaded carpets set with precious stones were spread on the ground to form two long rows. On these were placed many different figures made of a paste of amber, aloes and musk. The guests
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